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Township officials
discussed potentially

moving zering in-house
in Baldwin Township, a
move that could grant the
| community greater ifide-
pendence.

Baldwin Township dis-
eussed the possibility of
taking.over its own.zening
from the county durmg a
joint March 17
e topic was
| broached during the
township’s annual meet
‘ing March 9, with almost
everyone in attendance
approving of the:township
moving zoning incheuse.
The move also would be a

step toward. ]ncom@xatmg

Baldwin as its own city,

an Ineident in which a
resident wanted to put
a threeseason porch on
their property, = which
the township board ap-
.proved, The resident had
sunk over $1,000 inte the
project beferé the Sher-
burne County Board of
Adjustment ruled against
the porch, according to
Swanson.

The Board of Adjust-
ment is responsible for
-eviewing variance apph-
cations and ether appeals
relating fo zoning ordi-
nance, aceording to the
county website.

Swanson also raised
concerns about who sits
on the Board of Adjust-
ments, which he suggest-
ed could become stacked
with mestly city resi-

an idea that was also met

dents.

with virtually unanimous
.support during theannual.
meeting when atfendees
were asked their opinion
on it. :
On Mar¢h 17 members
of the Town Board, Plan-
ning Commissionand Park
Committee discussed a
general idea of what ih-
house zoning could ook
like. Board' Chair Jay
Swanson outlined why he
wanted in-house zoning,
arguing it was important
fer maintaining local con-
trol in Baldwin Township.

Swanson asserfed that
| the Town Board enrrentr.
|y functions. as an advi-
sory commission to the
eounty when it comes to
determining zoning m the
township,

“There havwe been very
| many times, in faet, when
we've made recommenda-
‘tibns to the ceunty and
they have not done them,”
Swanson said.

Swanson referred to

“The way we hedge
our bets and protect
ourselves — if you will
— move forward in a di-
rection that we see fit is
to take over our zoning,”
Swanson said.

The largest abstacle
the tewnship has to. tak-
ing. over zoning is the re-
quirements for bringing
on staff to handle the du-
ties, aceording to Swan-
SOI.

Two  representatives
from The Planning Com-
pany spoke during the
meeting to give attendees
an idea of what contract-
’mgmmng owut.te a private
company wonld look like.

Dan Lichi with The
Planning Eompany said it
usually functions as the
first peint of contact with
residents, inferming them
what limits exist on what
they can de with their

property.

Typically the company
starts opn administrative
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Baldwin looks at greater local control
The township constders moving zoning in-house

duties, like dealing with
building permits, then.
over the long term picks
up duties like the compre-
hensive plan, L.icht said.

Licht made the selling
point that the company
contracts on.anas-needed
basis, se if the township
doesn't need him they
don't have te stay con-
tracted with hiin.

“So if 2006 happens
again and devalupmeut
drops off the table you're
ot incurring any costs,
you're also not laying-any-
body off,” Licht said.

When asked what hir-
ing The PlanningCompany
may cost the taxpayets,
Licht said the company
is struetured te Be an af-
fordable option for com-
munities. For example, he
pointed out they charge a
flat rate for meetings, so it
doesn’t matter how long-a
boeard meeting runs,

“The purpese is we
want to be at the meet-

ings, because that’s where

you interact with town
board and the planning
commission and the park
commission,” Licht said.
“That's where the dis-
eussien happens, that's
where there needs to be
advice provided.”

How much of those
costs-would be put ento
taxpayers, versus paid.as
fees, would be dependent
on what the towaship
board decides.

The tewnship will be
discussing zoning at fu-
turg meetings. Swansen
said he expeéts to speak
with additional private
contractors to cempare
costs. The township -also
needs to formerly alert
Sherburne Gounty well in
advance 'of taking control
of local zoning.
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1 MINNESOTA STATUTES 2020 414.033

414.033 ANNEXATION BY ORDINANCE.

Subdivision 1. Unincorporated property. Unincorporated property abutting a municipality may be
annexed to the municipality by ordinance as provided for in this section.

Subd. 2. Conditions. A municipal council may by ordinance declare land annexed to the municipality
and any such land is deemed to be urban or suburban in character or about to become so if:

(1) the land is owned by the municipality;
(2) the land is completely surrounded by land within the municipal limits;

(3) the land abuts the municipality and the area to be annexed is 120 acres or less, and the area to be
annexed is not presently served by public wastewater facilities or public wastewater facilities are not otherwise
available, and the municipality receives a petition for annexation from all the property owners of the land.
Except as provided for by an orderly annexation agreement, this clause may not be used to annex any property
contiguous to any property either simultaneously proposed to be or previously annexed under this clause
within the preceding 12 months if the property is or has been owned at any point during that period by the
same owners and annexation would cumulatively exceed 120 acres; or

(4) the land has been approved after August 1, 1995, by a preliminary plat or final plat for subdivision
to provide residential lots that average 21,780 square feet or less in area and the land is located within two
miles of the municipal limits.

Subd. 2a. [Repealed, 1997 ¢ 202 art 5 s 9]

Subd. 2b. Notice, hearing required. Before a municipality may adopt an ordinance under subdivision
2, clause (2), (3), or (4), a municipality must hold a public hearing and give 30 days' written notice by
certified mail to the town or towns affected by the proposed ordinance and to all landowners within and
contiguous to the area to be annexed.

Subd. 3. 60 percent bordered and 40 acres or less. If the perimeter of the area to be annexed by a
municipality is 60 percent or more bordered by the municipality and if the area to be annexed is 40 acres or
less, the municipality shall serve notice of intent to annex upon the town board and the chief administrative
law judge, unless the area is appropriate for annexation by ordinance under subdivision 2, clause (3). The
town board shall have 90 days from the date of service to serve objections with the chief administrative law
judge. If no objections are forthcoming within the said 90-day period, such land may be annexed by ordinance.
If objections are filed with the chief administrative law judge, the chief administrative law judge shall conduct
hearings and issue an order as in the case of annexations under section 414.03 1, subdivisions 3 and 4.

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1978 ¢ 705 s 33]

Subd. 5. Petition by property owners; objections; procedure. If the land is platted, or, if unplatted,
does not exceed 200 acres, a majority of the property owners in number may petition the municipal council
to have such land included within the abutting municipality and, within ten days thereafter, shall file copies
of the petition with the chief administrative law judge, the town board, the county board and the municipal
council of any other municipality which borders the land to be annexed. Within 90 days from the date of
service, the town board or the municipal council of such abutting municipality may submit written objections
to the annexation to the chief administrative law judge and the annexing municipality. Upon receipt of such
objections, the chief administrative law judge shall proceed to hold a hearing and issue an order in accordance
with section 414.03 1, subdivisions 3 and 4. If written objections are not submitted within the time specified
in this section and if the municipal council determines that property proposed for the annexation is now or
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is about to become urban or suburban in character, it may by ordinance declare such land annexed to the
municipality. If the petition is not signed by all the property owners of the land proposed to be annexed, the
ordinance shall not be enacted until the municipal council has held a hearing on the proposed annexation
after at least 30 days' mailed notice to all property owners within the area to be annexed.

Subd. 6. If pending proceeding; waivers from parties. Whenever a proceeding for annexation is
initiated under this section and all or any part of the land is included in another boundary adjustment
proceeding pending before the chief administrative law judge, no action thereon shall be taken by the
municipality, unless otherwise provided by an order of the chief administrative law judge, until final
disposition has been made of the pending petition. Under this section, the chief administrative law judge
will accept a waiver from all parties having a right to object, stating they have no objections to the proposed
annexation and waiving the 90-day period before an annexation ordinance may be adopted.

Subd. 7. Filing; effective date; copy to auditors. Any annexation ordinance provided for in this section
must be filed with the chief administrative law judge, the township, the county auditor and the secretary of
state and is final on the date the ordinance is approved by the chief administrative law judge. A copy of the
annexation ordinance must be delivered immediately by the governing body of the municipality to the
appropriate county auditors.

Subd. 8. [Repealed, 1980 ¢ 487 s 23]
Subd. 9. [Repealed, 1997 ¢ 87 5 4]

Subd. 10. Chief administrative law judge may require additional information. The chief administrative
law judge may require the city or property owners to furnish additional information concerning an annexation
by ordinance to inform the chief administrative law judge about the extent to which the proposed annexation
conforms to the statutory criteria set forth in sections 414.01, subdivision 1, and 414.031, subdivision 4.

Subd. 11. When annexed land is in floodplain or shoreland area. When a municipality declares land
annexed to the municipality under subdivision 2, clause (3), and the land is within a designated floodplain,
as provided by section 103F.111, subdivision 4, or a shoreland area, as provided by section 103F.205,
subdivision 4, the municipality shall adopt or amend its land use controls to conform to chapter 103F, and
any new development of the annexed land shall be subject to chapter 103F.

Subd. 12. Property taxes. When a municipality annexes land under subdivision 2, clause (2), (3), or
(4), property taxes payable on the annexed land shall continue to be paid to the affected town or towns for
the year in which the annexation becomes effective. If the annexation becomes effective on or before August
1 of a levy year, the municipality may levy on the annexed area beginning with that same levy year. If the
annexation becomes effective after August 1 of a levy year, the town may continue to levy on the annexed
area for that levy year, and the municipality may not levy on the annexed area until the following levy year.

Subd. 13. Electric utility service notice; cost impact. Atleast 30 days before a municipality may adopt
an ordinance under subdivision 2, clause (2), (3), or (4), the petitioner must be notified by the municipality
that the cost of electric utility service to the petitioner may change if the land is annexed to the municipality.
The notice must include an estimate of the cost impact of any change in electric utility services, including
rate changes and assessments, resulting from the annexation.

History: 1969 ¢ 1146 s 12; 1975 ¢ 271 5 6; 1978 ¢ 705 s 15-21; 1979 ¢ 505 52, 1985 ¢ 305 2,3; 1991
c291 art 12524, 1992 ¢ 556 5 5-8; 1994 ¢ 511 5 4-8; 1996 ¢ 303 5 13,14; 1997 ¢ 31 art 3 5 14,15; 1997 ¢
202 art 55 3-5;, 2002 ¢ 2235 8-12; 2006 c 270 art 25 8,9,13; 2007 ¢ 90 s 2,3,5; 2008 ¢ 196 art 25 15; 2008
c277 art 1598, 2014 ¢ 220s 3
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